Clarkes honour memc
of Club stalwart

A notable first was
recorded in GAA annals
when Mass was celebrated
in a stand at O'Neill Park,
Dungannon, named after
Clarke’s club stalwart, the
late Dessie Slater.

GAA officials and sup-
porters were joined by
members of the Slater fam-
ily in paying tribute to one of
Dungannon and Tyrone's
staunchest and most hard-
working Gaels.

The event on Friday night
last was favoured with fine
weather. Special guests
included Dessie's wife,
Kathleen, and his siblings,
Nancy, Patsy and Jim.

Dean Colum Curry, P.P.,
V.G., was the celebrant of
the emotive Mass.

In his Homily he said the
decision of the Clarke's
club to name the stand in
his honour was “a fitting
tribute to Dessie’s memory
and a noble gesture on their
part”.

He said the Club “are
going to ensure that the
name of Dessie Slater will
be linked forevermore to O
Neill Pairc, the very place
where he invested so much
of his time and energy and
where he derived much
enjoyment”.

Dean Curry referred to
“an important line in this
evening’s second reading
where it says: ‘The life and
death of each of us has its
influence on others’. The
truth of those words have
been demonstrated very
powerfully since Dessie's
untimely death on February
2, 2010 . There is seldom a
week or a day goes by
when his name doesn't
arise in conversation and
invariably we think of the
tremendous influence he
was and the terrible loss he
has been. Dessie was a
man of many parts but fore-
most among his various
interests we think of his life
long association with the
GAA.

“Football was in his blood
and he was passionate
about everything the
Association stands for.
Every conversation about
Gaelic football, whether
about underage training or
county level exploits,
always included a mention
of his own beloved Clarkes,
his pride and joy. He loved
the Clarkes with all his
heart and his generous
involvement with this Club
down through the years will
always stand as testimony
of his loyalty and commit-
ment. As player, administra-
tor and club referee, he was
undoubtedly one of your fin-
est ambassadors and a
man very deserving of the
honour being afforded to his
memory this evening”.

Dean Curry described
Dessie Slater as “the back-
bone of this Club and
indeed the backbone of this

parish”.

He went on: “No matter
what was needed, no mat-
ter what had to be done,
Dessie was the first point of
contact. And most times
you didn’t have to ask - he
knew what had to be done
and he knew how to do.
And as many of you can
recall, he was meticulous
about detail and a perfec-
tionist in all things”.

Dessie Slater, the Dean
pointed out “was a man of
integrity, utterly reliable and
totally dependable. Such
lovely qualities were, | do
believe, linked closely to his
Christian upbringing and his
family background. He
made no apology for his
Catholic faith; he wanted to
live the values of the Gospel
in all aspects of his life and
he was always keen to pro-
mote anything that would
contribute to the develop-
ment and welfare of this
parish.

“This evening we pray
that the Lord will look kindly
on him and grant him
peace. We pray also that
his example of generosity
and goodness will continue
to inspire and motivate all of
us to cultivate good rela-
tionships and to build com-
munity”.

Performing the blessing
of the stand and the unveil-
ing of a plaque bearing the
name of Desmond Slater,
Dean Curry prayed for “the
many people who will gath-
er here on many occasions.
Under the shade of this
stand may the thrill of fair
contest, healthy rivalry and
true discipline be a source
of entertainment for all
spectators. We pray espe-
cially for the future mem-
bers of Thomas Clarkes
Club that they will uphold
the ethos and the ideals of
the Association that Dessie
admired so much. And we
pray that all games played
in this pairc will help our
young people build strong
character, foster self-reli-
ance and promote team
spirit”.

Returning thanks to the
Clarke’s Club, Patsy Slater
said that when he was con-
tacted by the club officers
who outlined their plans to
honour his brother by nam-
ing the stand after him, he
was “acutely aware of what
this would mean to him”.

It was not something he
would have sought - or per-
haps even imagined - but it
was something of which he
would be immensely proud,
Patsy went on.

“Throughout his life
Desmond was passionately
devoted to The Clarkes and
through this club to the GAA
itself. He never tired in his
desire to promote the wel-
fare of the Clarkes in his
many roles either as a play-
er, club officer and club ref-
eree over the many years
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Kathleen Slater, Chris Rafferty and Patsy Slater present Ciaran McLaughlin, County

Board Chairman with Dessie’s referee top.

he enjoyed at this club. He
was very, very influenced
and full of admiration of
those figures who moulded
the development of this
club in the past and a great
supporter of all those who
continue in the present day
to carry on this develop-
ment. He was a Clarke's
man through and through.

“Those who knew him will
know how this club was a
very important and indeed
central part of Desmond’s
life but, on the sad occasion
of his untimely death, the
club officers and members
were, in return, a very prac-
tical and constant source of
support for Kathleen and
the Slater family.

“The adage: ‘more than a
football club’ is one used by
another famous football
club but | feel it is very
appropriate to apply that
same label to this club and
its officers and members
and indeed to the wider
GAA family.

“In this context, for this
club to name its main stand
in O'Neill Park as The
Dessie Slater Stand is a
singular honour. The Slater
family is extemely thankful
for this and we feel very
honoured that the Clarke’s
have done this for
Desmond. There are no
words which could ade-
quately express our family’s
sense of pride for this act of
generosity from the officers
and members of this club. |
know that Desmond is with
us here this evening”.

Patsy, on behalf of
Dessie’s widow Kathleen,
Nancy, Jim and himself,
and the extended Slater
family, conveyed sincere
and heartfelt thanks and
deep appreciation to the
Chairman and officers of
the Clarke’'s and everyone
associated wiht the organi-
sation of this evening’s ded-
ication service.

He thanked Dean Curry
for the beautiful Mass,
Declan for the music, the
readers and Eucharistic
Ministers, club stewards
and members and all those
who assisted in providing
refreshments.

He added: “a special
word of thanks to God for
the glorious weather to cap
off a memorable evening!”

Patsy concluded by pre-
senting Clarkes Chairman
Christopher Rafferty with | LA
some mementoes  of Cjaran McLaughlin, Chairman Tyrone County Board,
Desmond’'s for the Iggy Kathleen Slater, Dessie’s widow and Clarke’s Chairman

ﬂones room at the club- Christopher Rafferty unveil the plaque.
ouse.

Other speakers included

Club Chairman
Christopher Rafferty
addresses the crowd.

Art McCrory, a lifelong
friend of Dessie, Tyrone
County Chairman, Ciaran
McLaughlin and former
County Chairman, Paul
Doris.

Refreshments were

served in the clubhouse fol-
lowing the solemn proceed-
ings.




